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Module code AN-4312 

Module Title Semantics 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies)  

Type of Module Major Option / Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload  8 hours/week 

Contact hours               4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1201 Introduction to English Language and Linguistics 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
The aim of the module is to familiarise students with some of the central issues in the study of meaning. 
These include an investigation of just what it is we know when we know meanings. Some of the different 
approaches taken to describing meanings are considered, for example those of dictionary makers and of 
different schools of linguistics. Students will develop analytical skills in analyzing meaning at various levels 
(e.g. the word, the sentence).   
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 30% - Understand various ways of studying word and sentence meaning  

Middle order :  30% - Apply the theories of word meanings to analyse: 
- lexical relations between words 
- types of semantic change 
- different categories of referring expressions 
- sentence meaning e.g. a verb’s situation type, the thematic roles in a 

sentence 
- how voice can change sentence meaning  
- metaphorical expressions and their meanings  

Higher order: 40% - Synthesize their acquired knowledge of word and sentence meaning  

Module Contents 
- The distinction between Semantics and Pragmatics 
- Sense and reference  
- Dictionary definitions, their limitations and problems   
- More rigorous ways of describing word meanings 
- The place of metaphor and prototypes in semantics 
- Meaning at the level of the sentence  
- Changes in word meanings over time 

Assessment Formative assessment - Follow-up tasks and exercises to be done post-lecture with 
immediate feedback.  
- Detailed feedback on continuous assessment. 

Summative assessment Examination: 40% 
 

Coursework:  60%            
- Essay                           (25%) 
- Oral presentation     (25%) 
- Written test               (10%)   

 


